


Eva Smith’s suicide  

The significance of Eva Smith's suicide: 

Due to the nature of Eva's death, we will never truly know what drove 

her to commit suicide but we assume it was a case of the final 

action, being the straw that broke the camel's back (the last of many 

things that drove her to suicide).  

Ultimately it was a combination of factors that were contributed by 

each member of the Birling family:  

• Mr Birling fired her 

• Sheila got her fired from her next joB 

• Gerald used Eva as a mistress 

• Mrs Birling refused to help her 

• Eric got her pregnant  

The inspector tries to make each member see the consequences of 

their actions by using harsh emotive language ("burnt her inside out") 

which contrasts with the upbeat and picturesque atmosphere he 

enters into.  

J.B. Priestley uses Eva's death to symbolise that we all need to look 
after one another regardless of race, gender, class, etc. before we 
encounter a similar situation in our own lives.  



Features of a play  

SETTING 

The entire play takes place in the Birling's dining room meaning that 

there is only one set for the play (although this is not a strict 

instruction set by Priestley).  

The first set used for the 1946 production illustrates the 

claustrophobic set Priestley designed to raise tension between the 

characters. Additionally, the set emphasises the private and self-

centered lifestyle the Birling family have. 

THE STAGE 

The stage can reveal a lot about the characters and the play that we 

don't get from the text itself.  

• The single set suggests the characters are close-minded, which 

we later have confirmed.  

• The lighting becomes "brighter and harder" when Inspector Goole 

appears as he highlights each members responsibility for Eva's 

death.  

• Stephen Daldry's production (1992) had the house on stilts above 

a street showing how their status separates them from everyone 

else. It also symbolises the unsteady family which falls easily.  





YOUR FAVOURITE

After seeing the Witches, Banquo questions his sanity, recognising the evil in the 

Witches and their manipulating power. As a result, Banquo refuses to be deceived by 

them. Macbeth on the other hand is spellbound and scared by what he has seen. 

Primarily, he is excited by the ambition they awoke in him. When he is made Thane 

of Cawdor he completely trusts the Witches and thus his downfall begins.

In Scene 5, Lady Macbeth is introduced by reading a letter from Macbeth about the 

prophecies made by the Witches. This time with her alone where she voices her 

opinions shows the audience that she is not the stereotypical Jacobean wife. She 

knows she will have to convince her husband to kill King Duncan, but she has no 

doubts about killing Duncan to become Queen. Her use of imperatives connect her to 

the Witches and therefore evil and unnatural spirits. We see her and Macbeth 

together for the first time and they are both nervous and rushed - clearly keen to 

discuss Duncan's murder without being caught or interrupted.

We see the falseness of the couple as they flatter Duncan when he stays with them. 

The seventh scene sees Macbeth debate killing Duncan but Lady Macbeth 

convinces him to do so by questioning his masculinity. She also rejects her femininity 

by announcing that she would kill her own child - showing her evil, remorselessness, 

and wild behaviour for a Jacobean wife.
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YOUR FAVOURITE

 Language Paper 1: Section A  

Meaning 

• What is the extract about?

• What happens in the extract?

• Theme(s) of the extract - what is it really about? 

Tone 

• What is the mood and atmosphere of the extract? 

(angry, sad, nostalgic, bitter, humorous, frightening 

etc)

Imagery and Language 

• Alliteration - the repeating of initial sounds. 

• Metaphor - comparing two things by saying one is the other.

• Simile - comparing two things saying one is like or as the other.

• Personification - giving something non-human human qualities.

• Onomatopoeia - words that sound like the thing they describe. 

• Repetition - does the writer repeat words or phrases?

• What kinds of words are used?

• Connotation - associations that words have 

• Ambiguity - is the word or phrase deliberately unclear? Could it mean opposite things or many different things?

• Word order - are the words in an unusual order – why?

• Adjectives - what are the key describing words?

• Slang or unusual words and misspellings - Does the writer use slang or informal language?

• Characters - how do they speak? Do they all sound the same?

Character 

• Who is the telling the story?

• What is the narrative voice? Is it first or third 

person?

• What characters do we meet?

• How are the characters introduced? 

• What do we learn about the characters that 

Setting 

• What location is described? How do you know?

• What is the weather like?

• What time of day is it?

Structure 

• Sentences- what shapes, styles and patterns can you see?

• Opening – how does the extract begin?

• Ending – how does the extract finish? Is there a clear 

resolution?

• Flashbacks – are any included? What do they reveal?

• Repetition – are any ideas or patterns repeated? Why?

• Connections – how do the paragraphs link together?

• Narrative perspective – does this stay the same throughout?

• Linear/non linear – is there a clear order to the events?


